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FORSVÖHD 


In iuy judgoment, tho labor pross is ono of tho most important tools in 
tho bull ding of a sound and domocratic trado union movement in Germany. 

In any Organization» whether it bo a trado union or an omploycr association, 
a governmental or an international Organization, the adoquacy of its 
co.niounicatioas system is most important in keeping the Organization togcther. 

It is rscognized that the system of Communications can bo ono which will 
roflect the thinking of tho momborship as well as that of the loadership of 
tho Organization, or tho System of Communications can bo pervorted into a 
mothod of pcrmitting the loadership to dominate and to indoctrinato tho membor- 
ship of tho Organization. 

It is obvious that tho trado union pross, being a part of a domocratic 
Organization, must placo special oin^ hasis on the rolo of tho momborship in 
thoir froo trado unions. •• ithin its scopo of influence, it must onsure that 
tho momborship is not diroctcd by officials on what to bollere and which 
policios to support. -*s froo m^n and women, tho trado union mombors must bo 
givon tho widest possiblo opportunity to oxnmine criticaldy tho recoeaendatioas 
and policios developod by thoir loadors, and to offor guidanco aal assistanco 
out of thoir experionco and convietion* Those unfamiliar with this domocratic 
mothod of intorcommunication aro apt to misintorprot expressions of differing 
opinion. 


The trado union pross in tho U.S. öccupiod »rea has shown a deop 
approciation of its function as a "watchdog of democracy". Tho trado union 
momborship has boon offerod a v/ido rarioty of opinion on main issuos affecting 
tho weif aro of * tho working population a3 well as on thoso larger q.uostions 
of interost to tho general population, It has moroover attompted to prosont 
an objoctivo roview of vital Information on basic problcms boforo attompting 
to open a forum discu 3 sion. In 30 de ing tho labor press has revoalod a profound 
devotion to the traditions of domocratic journalism# 


One of tho main purposcs of the following roport propared by i£r. Beck was 
to offor his German colloaguos the benofits of his rieh background in labor 
journalism. -*mong i&\ Bock’s most important oontributions during his visit to 
^ormany was tho meoting which ho arrangod for the elitors of tho labor pross 


f \ 


in tho U,S. Öccupiod -.ren. It is my opinion that the exchan 
Qmong tho trade Union editors will strengt hon and imiprove th< 
00 rondored by tho labor pross. 
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NOTjSS OU THS iiüTHOR 


Born and raisod in tilvvaukeo, Fimor L, Bock preparod for his caroer 
at tho School of Journalist of the University of Jisconsin, SutseQuent to 
his graduqtion fron tho University, üfir. Bock bocama activo in Journalist 
and particularly in labor journalism with which ho has beon closoly 
idoatified for twoIvo years,. Ile has scrved as elitor of tho formor "Shoboygaa 
(./isconsin) Titos % a trado Union woo kl yj roportor on-the ‘•Milwaukee Fvening 
Post“, a weokly, and ns associate oditor of tho /isconsin Leader“, ä 
wooldy* For tho past six and ono half years, tär, Bock has bcon tho editor- 
in-chiof of *The Lenosha Labor" which serves joinjbly tho - American Federation 
of Labor and tho Congross of Industrial Organizations in Lenosha, »/isconsin, 
For tho past six years, Lir. Bock has hold tho post of Vico President of 

tho «umorican Nowspaper Guild Local 159 Könosha* 

0 - 

-Pt tho invitation of U.3*. Military Government, Mr, Bock came to Gormany 
in June 1948 for a throe-months tour of duty as expert consultant on trade 
union Journalist to tho iianpov/cr Division» OMGUS, Düring this poriod» tr. 

Bock undortook first-hand surveys of tue labor press-, in tho Bizonnl Lroa* 

For purposos of his study, ho cousulted with German trado union oditors and 
union officials, and with Military Government Manpower and Information 
Service repräsentatives ; and visitod union editorial officos» Publishing 
ostablishtonts, and industrial plants* The results of his finaings aro in* 
corporatod in tho following roport which 21r. Bock subinittod upon coejplotion of 
his mission to the Director of tho Manpower Division, 02.1GJS, Fxccpt for tinor 
uditorial changos, tho roport has* beeil roproducod in its original form. 
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IN TH3 

U.3. OCOÜFLSD .udF *. OF GSIUOT ^ 


INTRODUCTION 


• .Th 3 nost constructive single acvtion whioh it was possiblo Tor. me to taks I 
in tho intorosts of the lo rman trade uaion press was the calliivr of a^con*-Jj 
feroaco of oditors and pfficial rc-proson tati vos of the throe Land tra^ aniou .1 
fedomtions in the J.3. Zone« </ith ; the coopomtion of tho lianpov/or Division» 
and blanppwer Ufficors in theso throe Laender, tais conferenco was nol 1 on • 

2 ‘September 194^ in Stuttgart) • Vuertteinfcer^-Baden-di/ This, conforoace Liarxcodl 
the first occasion oa whioh tho editors had iaot togother and v;as tho Tirsu ’ 
jörint discussio.i of tho prob Ions of Publishing tralo Union pnpers. 

* v» 4| 

. , i - * • 

Tlio following report,, v?ith tho de lat io n of a few portions» was doli veröl ■ 
to tho Conference- Indood, tho report v/as draftod in such a nenner as to uake 
it appropriato for transsnittnl to tho öO.itors» This accountc port.iculn.rly for*J 
thoso sections of the* report doscribiag tho appoarancc and coatents of the. 
Daily idirror and -*ftontidnlngon. The rouarks with whicli I profacod roy dolivery 
of* the report to tho Conference are included as nn appen dix. 

The report is based on a threo-month study of the officisl pubxications of 
trado unions ln tho U.S. Zone and tn.; o-S.-lioensod labor press in hur 1 in. 
These pu.blicationo included the "Stimme dor -*rb,oit" (* v r oico pf Loi } ♦ -or^üaj; 
of the Free Trado Union Federation of Hesse, the "^uortte^borgisoh-Badische 
Gov;^rksch oftszeitun. 3 M ( "^uorttoinborg—Baden Trado Union Journal. 1 ) of tho | 
huertt'a ruber^-Baden Trado Union Federation» the "Uewerkschaft 3 ZGitunj" of the •>.. 
Bavaria n Trado Union Federation. "Das Freie wort" ( "Fr jo 3peoch") of tho hor|B 
Independent Trade Union Organisation (Unabhaen^i^e Ojworkschaftsorsanisatioa, 
or UGO), i.ad tho "Freiheit" ("Froodom"), tho jolnt or.^.n of tho Berlin Salarisü 
ühployoos Union (UGO) and the Berlin Tochnicians and ./orkmen's Union (U00). 
Booklets :for trade Union fuactionaries like "Die Quelle ("Tho .<ell") o* 
Bavarian *Uniou Föderation, and iaforaation tulletins issuod by individual 
trade uai.ons and jointly by tho trade uuions in Land Bremen v:ero scanne-.- ,|r 

a/ The ^iows herein ©xprossed nro thoso of tho author, and do not noecssarijffli 
roflect the viows of U-.b. .Hlitary Uovern-^nl. 

b/ h de^cription of this confcronco and *.ir. Bock's introduotory address to 
the oditior3 are appendod. 


Bublications of tho trade unions in the British Zone were also studied. 
These publications inclüde 1 "Der Bund" ("Tho Federation"), organ of the 
German Trade Union Federation (Deutscher Gewerkschaftsbund, or DGB) in tho 
British Zone; "Aufwaerts* ("Upwards K ), DGB youth magazine, and "Sie Bergbau- 
Industrie" ("The Plining Industry"), organ of tlxe coal miners. 

German uewspnpers of gonoral circulation and Swedish and English nov/ 3 - 
papers wo re studied as indieated in the report, 

Editors of all aforementioned German trade union publications were inter¬ 
viewe!. Tho oditors in the U.S. Zone were iutorviev/od twico - once during a 
l 6 -day tour of the zono beginning 24 June, and again duCring a 13 -day tour 
uh ich began 13 August. The British Zone v/as visitod for 20 days beginning 
13 July. Editors of the Berlin papers were intorviewed on several occasions 
during my stay höre. 

These editors were Theodor Thomas, "Stimme der Arbeit"» Frankfurt; 

Bemann Schoffler (pen nnmo, Hermann Volja), "Wuerttembergisch-Badische Ge- 
werkschaftszeitung"» Stuttgart 1 Wilhelm Endrulat, Bavarian "Gewerkschafts¬ 
zeitung", itfunichj Hans Jahn,. "Der Deutsche Eisenbahner" ("The German Railway- 
man"), Frankfurt* Ludwig Diederich, "Das Froio *ort% Berlin; and Erich 
Giorko, "Freiheit", Berlin. -*t Cologne, I had a long session with Heinz Docker, 
publishor of "Der Bund" and "Aufv/aerts" and his oditorial staff. 

Officers of all Land trade Union fedorations in tao U.S. Zone, of tho 
British Zone union federation, of city fedorations, and of individual in¬ 
dustrial unions were consulted., German governmont officials, U.S. Ldilitary 
Government Officers, British Uilitary Government Officers, oditors and 
reporter 3 of German and American newspapers of general circulation, and many 
others wore also consulted. .Hl contributed to :uy understanding of the con- 
ditions under v/hich the German trade unions carry on their functions, in- 
cluding the issuance of publications. 


SESCRIFTION OF TR JAS UNION P APERS 


'0© CONDITIONS .-ATFECTING THELi 


The regulärly-publishod trade union papers in tho U.S, occupation zone of 
Gormany are not nev:s papers. They aro periodicals * of opinion. Having beon 
issued until very reccntly no inore frcqusntly than twice a month, it v/as not 
surprising that thd.se papers have shown little interest in news as such. 

Tho infrequency of publicatior., in turn, was influ-enccd eyi l) tho phy- 
sical limitations o'a aewspapers Publishing, 2) tho shortage of paper which 
v/as subject to allocation Controls until recently when Controls were lifted, 

3) the laok of printin.g machinery, and 4) to a certain extont, the shortage of 
Printers. 

The physical linitations have gradually been oased, even during the three 
^nths I have beeil in Gonnany, but they still prevent the trade union papers 
fron becoming newspapers. For examplo, it takos oight days for the "Gework- 
schaf/tszeitung" of Uucrttemberg-Bndeii to bc printod aft^r «all the editor’s copy 



i 3 in the priutor's hand 3 , eccording to the oditcr. Tlie paper is printed by a 
b>ook-printing firm at Stuttgart in which city an cstimatcd two-thirds of the 
printmg faci.lities were destrcyed during the war. 

The re is a threo-day .lag betv/eon the completion of tho editor’s job and 
tho printing of the “Stimme der Arbeit”t Organ of the Hesse trade union 
foderation. Tbis paper is printed at the "Frankfurter Rundschau”, the only 
newspaper printing plant in Frankfurt to huve escnpod destructicn« fb.ero were 
six bofore the war. At present-, 16 papers are being printed at the Rundschau 
pinnt« Four d-ays of‘ waiting are roquired for the printing of the r Gcwerkschafts- 
zoitung” of Bavaria which is printed at the onc plant in iifanieh availabie to 
xhe unions. 

a j 0 1 - JB9H 

. How^ver* improvemeats in the economics of printing and of the union 
organizatiohs aro indicated by current plan® for increasing tho frequoncy of 
publication and tho circuiation of two of the three Land foderation Organs. 

The iVuerttemberg-Badea paper has just beeil changod from semi-monthly to weekly 
publication, and its press run has been iacreased from 50>000 to 103 e 000. 

The paper began three years ago with a circuiation of 3 O.OOO. The union member- 
ship in v/uorttemberg-Badon is ostimated at 1+&Q,CQJ< 

It is planned to h.ave the Hesse paper becomo a weekly in the near future. 

On 25 Tuly 1948 tho executive board of the trado union foderation authorized 
an increase in the press run from 30,000 to 200 , 000 * At this writing. however, 
the additional paper hr.d not been availabie for purchase. Tbc Hesse trade union 
jneabership is ostimatcd at 410,000. 


No plans for changes in tho Bavarian paper are contemplated cat the moment, 
Eut it is worth noting thst the paper whioh now goes to 190,000 reader 3 began 
20 Auiust 1946 with a circuiation of 4.0f000 c It was started as a l 6 -page paper, 
*jut was reduced last January to its present sine of eight pnges. This reduction 
was the main factor in making possible the increased circuiation« 


In surveying tho field of trade union publications, it is appropriate to 
note that the bi.zonal railwaymen's unien. which is loa by Hans Jahn, 2 .ast 15 
August launched at Frankfurt its own semi-monthly paper j "Der Deutsche Eisen¬ 
bahner". The first issuo was four pagos cf the usual t-abloid sizo, and went to 
60,000 of the uh Ion's 305 »000 members. 


Tue Bavariam Trade Union Federation published for young people an eight- 
page moathly Supplement to its regulär paper. A third. publication of this 
federation is “Die Quelle”, a pockot—sizod tooklet of faqts and statistics 
is distributed tT?ice a month to 11,000 union functienaries. 


Th 3 Bremen and Biemerhaven trade unioaists» numbering 9 ^: 0 U 0 , are served 
by "Der Bund” which circulatos 2 f 000,000 copies thioughout tho British Zone and 
which contains a two-page Insert for Land Bremen, In nddition, a four-p-age 
letter-sizo Information sboet of 20,000 circuiation and a small booklet for yo 
people are publi sbed by trade unions in Land Bremen* 


\ 
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. j . Tnfonnation shoets aro also published by a rav; oth^r unions in the U,3. 

. Qxain^l $3 bNeing tilose of thaPrinting and-Paper and the Public’Service 

and -Vdministration Unions of Bavaria# . - *v ■ 

• • * •* i ; • . s • . • 

' «» • ., . « • *• • * 

C-omploting the list of trado union publications licensed-by* U.S. 
Military Government. aro tv/o Berlin pnpors, "Das Freie Wort" and "Freiheit"# 
Thö. fönner/spe'aks for UOÖ, Borlin's äati-Oömmuhist trade Union &roup, and 
the Litt er is the orgin of ’two unions: ‘the Sälaried’and Office Baiployecs J. 
and the‘Tochhicians and“ Forhiaon.* ■ * ' • “ • ; • .. .. - 




papor ii one of a score oirga'ße/i iiv the ideolb’gicäl warfare nor; raging. 
in Berlin; its purposo* is to counteract Comunist Propaganda*. It is the 

ooly .trade union p.aper which can bo termed a newspaper. 

• •-■'*-** .* • * • . 

• . • — # * 

• m , *• ^ » « 

Since last July 1, ; '"t)as Freie Wort" has beon-published- twlco weekly. 

Its oirculatioa which was 60,000 
’af terv/ards# Büt the circula'tion is 

- - - by plaas to publich editiohs for 

individual unions such ns the motal ./orkers omployod by Siemens. (Fd.ifote: 
Special editions featuring a pago devotad to news by and for an individual 
trn&o union aro nov; prepared for the follotfing unioas; Railway» Post» wietal, 

and Public Services and -*lniaistration.) 

• * » * . • , • 

•* • . . . 

The front page of "Das Freie Wort" is a novvs page» uith Berlin stories 
given preference as ^to Position and spneo# Ton to twelvo -Associated Press 
ituuis of ono and two paragraphs in length are’ customorily carried# 

The uso of the -u* serrico is shrowd« The raputation of /«nerican nows 
agencies for objectivity, accuracy and reliability is of a high Order# 

By contrast with the di stört io 113 in tho Conununist-controlled pross, the use 
of the should heJLp 'to establish sound credit for "Das Freie Wort* as a 

source of trustworth Information# * * • ‘ r 

... - . - : • 

Ludv/ig Dieder ich» chief oditor of "Das Fr^io Mort 9 is at 43 the youngest 
of the Gloiuan trade union oditors. «loreovor» he differs from the othors in 
that he has been in tho ’d.S. - ho «as in tho States 'for 21 rnonths as a 
prisoner of war. Düring that time ho learned-iShglish and became faiiliar vdth 
^nerican nov7spapors and magazinos. 

The influenco of tho trade union press is not great.-Thie would-appear 
to be the case from tho doscriptive sthtistics sot forth höre. Corroboration 
this surmise has. boon obtained in statomonts by trade unionists at all 
öv.^ls of activity and by outside ObserVors Including German and -American 
• Journalists» German and -^nerican Government officials, and employers# 



There is n considerable vzeight of opinion smoag those who have occasioa to 
think about it that the trade union pres3 has not been a s effectire as it mlght 
have been, even withia the liinitations over y?hich the unioas and the editors 
had no control. 

Particularly has the trade union press feilei to interest the rank and 
file, one articulate repräsentative of wkich told m that the union papers need 
"one - easior-reading articles, and tv;o - more pictures and more Cartoons. 0 

The articles are long according to usunl newspnper Standards, running on 
occasioa to sevcrnl pagos in length. Thoy are opinionated, or as we say f 
editorial rnther thaa objective in nature. »Voll dritten for the most part, they 
are ofton over the hoads of the rank and file readers• 

Ko special offorts have beon made by the regulär trade union papers to 
use typographical devices for the purpose of nttracting the attention of readers, 

Pictures exo hardly usud nt all. r » sample survey of tho numbor of pictures - 
used in throe issuos each of tns several papers showed the following: 

Publication 1 9 

Issue it - 1 photo in 8 pagos 
Issue B - No illustrntion in 8 pages 
Issue C - No Illustration in Ö pages 

Publication 2 

Issue N - 4 one-column photos in l 6 pages 
Issue B - 2 illustrations in 16 pages 
Issue C - 1 Illustration in 16 pages 

Publication 3 X 

Issue it - 3 liue drawings in 8 pages 

Issue B - No Illustration in 8 pages 

Issuo C - 3 photos, 1 chart in 8 pages 

Publication 4 

If&tio - 1 line drawing in 4 pages 

Issue B - 1 liae drawing in 4 pages 

Issue C - 1 line drawiag in 4 pages 

Publication 3 

Issue - No Illustration in 8 pages 
Issuo B - No illustration in 8 pages 

Is 3 uo C - N 0 illustration in 8 pages. 

Siinilarily, lit tle variety of typograx^hical facos and aizos in headlino 
and bodytype is emplooyed. 
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Tho most striking product of trade union publication i-.a Gcrmany is the 
nonthly youth raagazino, "Aufwaerts M , which was starte! Ist June by the Trade 
Union Föderation of the British Zone* A rotogrnvure job, it foatures Photo¬ 
graphie eover3 and is well illustrated. It hns a circulation of 200,000. 

Tho extraordinary effort of "Aufwaorts" to attract and to pleaso the reader 
is notivated by the idoa that it is vitally important to e.'ucate the young 
peoplo who grev/ up during the Nazi regime and learaod not hing about free and 
djmocratic institutions. This idea is undeniably correct, but tho Suggestion is 
submitted hero that it is equally valid with rospect to the education of trade 
Union nembers in general and some of the sai^e concorn for attracting their 
attention as readors might well bo demonstrated by the regulär trade Union papers 


BH33CRIPTI ON 0? 0TH3R P :JP IBS 


The trade union papers roflect somowhat the characteristics of the general 
press. This is true with respect to the relative lack of interest in typo- 
grnphical techaiquos and in the selection and mannor of prosentiag roading 
material. 


Th-re are among the newspapers of 
majority. One such is "Die »bendzeitung 
is indicated by the followiag counts in 


• , 

general circulation exceptions to the 

" of munich. Its liberal use of picturos 
five random isauoss 


Issue A 
Issue B 
Issue C 
Issue D 
Issue D 


- 9 illustrations in 4 pages 

- 11 illustrations in & pages 

- 11 illustrations in 6 pag^s 

- l6 illustrations in 6 pages 

- 12 illustrations in b pages 


The illustrations includecl photos, used singly and in layouts, charts, 
paphs and cartoons. "Die Abendzeitung" also employs a considerable variety of 
vpe faoes and sizes. 

^nother progressive exeoption to tho run of daily newspapers i 3 the "’./ost- 
loutsohc -OlgemoiQQ" published at Bochum in the British Zone. In an interview witl 
j P^pars' two new3 editors, Arthur Kaesling and 0, Betzold, both v/ero severe 
^ their criticiem. of the German pros3, iacluding the trade union pres 3 . They 
8"id that the German nowspapers wo re dull and lacking in appeal to roaders. 

° ld s ‘°' id> WTho Gürmari aowspapors are 20 yearö behind the times." 3oth men 
B ? Professional journalists with university educations and practical experience. 
i 2old » a groduate of the University of Berlin, was an cxchange student in 
J urnalism at ./uertteidtorg College in Ohio in 1937-1930. 

. til5 Gditors of tl10 Bochum paper, the samo as thoso of "Die Abend- 
aro Proluce an attractive paper with concise and objective 
stories and short editorinls. The roaders approve of these aims and liko 
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the style of the "..'ostdeutsche Allgemeinst, Tho editors believe this is mado 
cloar by letters from tho readers and by sales of tue papor, v/hich amount 
to 3°0,000 in tho Ruhr valley. 

Two ünusually attractive nov.spapers v/hich I visji to bring to the 
attention ’of tho trade Union oditors are the "Daily hirror" of London and 
tontidniagen* of Stockholm. 

Tho "Daily iSirror" is a atriking oxamplo of typogrnphioal ingenuity 
to achieve a maximum of eye-catchiag appeal and legibility. This British 
paper is cited rather than an American publicntioa as an example of what 
can be dono with type facos and placomont of hoadlines and articles because 
it is liko tho German papors in being limited in nowsprint. In this respect 
the paper facos the samo problem as othcr British as well as European 

nowspapers. Tho "Mirror" publishos regulärly a tabloid sizo papor of eight 
pages. 

•orth obsörving in tho "ilirror" are tho follovving typographical 
techniques t 


Scrupulous efforts aro mado to avoid placing headlinos sdjacont to 
each other, and '»vhsu this is unavoidable 3harply contrasting typo-facos are 
usod, such as Roman versus Italic, light-face versus bald face. The rcsult 
is that cach individual nev/s story or nrticle, no matter how small, is por- 
mittod to stand out in cloar viov; anl mnke itc ovn bid for the reader’s 
attention, 


Devices in body type used to attract attention and to incroaso 
legibility includo tho followingi 

\ . • ■' ■ ' 

1 - Uso of two-lino hold face initial letters in many, but not 

all storios 

2 - Varying type sizes 

3 - Varying type facos, viz., regulär, bold, Italic, all capitals 
. 4 - Varying column widths 

3 - Undorliniag words and sentences 
6 - Subheals, bold and undorlined 


«Profuse uso is ioade of illustrations $ theso includa small line drav/ings 
and Cartoons as wo 11 as photograph3. The basio column is nnrro’.v, oaly half 
the \vidth of tho usual German nev/spaper column and throe-fourths that of tho 
U.S, column, T-hc news stör los aro short, conciso. A devico consisting of 
a böld face circle ericlosiug a largo dot at the loft of a black lino 
indicates breaks to following pages. Geaerous but judicious uso of white 
spaoe is usod. throu r gh-out. This, combiuod with other tochniquos, produoos 
cloan-looking; pagos. 


"Aftonti dningen* of Stockholm is, in my opinion, tho best labor papor 
in tho World, considerod on tho bnsis of quality and not size. It is the or&ao 
bf Landusorgajiisationon, the S.vedish national tra"o union federation, and has 
a ciroulation of 100,000 copies sold daily in compotition with Stockholm^ 
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two other ovoning papors (iforgoa-Tiduingoti, orgnn of the Social-Demöcratic 
.porty which is tho couatorpnrt of -*ftpntidningon» sells 7.5*000 copies 

ench day in coi"potitioa v;ith eight other moraing papors). 

• • «*• . » • , 

\ * * * * • • *•*.»* # , 

. . L^ka tho i Dhily < Ivllrrör" t # .*f tontidningön" Is vorscatilo ia the use of 

typograpliical dovicos. Bvtt it 4.5 a largcr pnper, rundlng to 14 and *16 
pages comparod to tho Hirrof 1 's‘eight. xiowsprint is also rntionsd in Sweden 
but the total pap^r requiroiaouts for Sweden!s small populatioa ara 
rolntively small, *13,ocntions to nowspaper publiohers are thus'1arger.than 
ia other iäurdpoan* couutrios,* " . 1 

* « » ' I * t • • ♦ * <r ’t* 

• ♦ • 

"ivftontidningen’s * opiaions oa issuos of the'day, made up usually ' 
of oae mpia editorial and two pr throo short comments, takes up all togother 
slightly moro ihan/a half pago. Tho editorials regulär ly appear on page.two, 
The rest öf tho pago nnd‘page throo aro deVoted to articlos of philo- 
sophical and politic.nl chnrncter. The rest of tho pages aro flllod with nows 
storios aad ontortniuroent. 1 * ' . 

» « • • # »*»4 « . 

• * 4 - ^ • • # » y | ^ • 

* • * ' • 

Koadliaas of news storios' aro dynamic with vprbs, ia tho ; »uiüricaa 
mnnner. Usually they toll the'substaaco ofthe story. This contrasts with 
the static lnbel or iaterrogatlTG hoadlide commoaly üsod ia German nows- 
papors * 

^ • , * •. • •- « 

• * • . 

,, . , ^ftoatidaing^a ,, is determinod to satisfy‘thö nntüral; normal reading 
interosts of tho ordinary, normal pojplo vvho aro its customers. Thi3 is 
shov7a iti tho ^mouat- aad varioty of oatortniament materiai in each issuo. 
Coosidorablo spaoo is given to 3ports. Thoro is a pngo of comic stripa. 

There aro pagos of news.and discussioa of movios, droma, radioj *f humor, 
cartooas, small talk and gossip. 

• • • * 

• • • * * - • 

Photographs appear oa möat of tho pages, ranging fröiii half-column’ 
picturos to full-page layouts. " . v ’ 




Obviously no comparisoa cda fair ly bo madc totweon the daily naws- 
papors of Swodon, Kiigland or thö Unitod States and tho trado union press 
of Gurmäny, The purposo of iuy doscriptions of somo of*tho papors* par- 
ticularly "^tont idniagca H , ’ is to sugg^st soiuo tochaiques and me tho ds of 
jcurnalisin thnt ?re worthy of considerntion by the trado union oditors - 
tochniquos and mathods that will be porhaps moro applicable to tho ex- 
paaded trade union press of the near future than to that of to day. 


- 9 - 


Tho trade union prass up to dato has fceon perforning an oxcellent job 
of providing analytical commont on tho economic issues of tho day — on tho 
currency roform, for instanco. Comment of this type is nccossary and will 

always be nooded. 

Put I hav-e feit that thero has boen a lack of news as such - about tho 
nnay raried activitios of persons and organizations. Ccrtsinly, papers that 
apponr only tvice a month cannot bo very nowsy, but with the change to 
wookly publication it noy be expected that tho papers will give größter 
enphasis to reporting rather than cooiaGnting. 

numbor of trado unionists have oxpressed the opinion to ine that the 
union papers should confine the..iselvos to printing tnoughtful and oxplanatory 
articles and leavo the roporting of news to tho daily papers whoso businoss 
i 3 tho haadling of news* 

In ansv/or to this, I tnink that the trade union press can logitimntely 
incroase its intcrost in reporting of news as. such for the following reasons« 


1 - In the absöhco of but a fc-w truo daily papers and in view of 
tho inadequncy of the general aowspapers, the trade union press could holp 
a great deal in supplying news which now is not published, especially in 
matters of special concorn to v;ork^rs such, for oxample, as activitios of 
works councils and labor courts. 


2 - ..dich of tho Inbor news that nppoars in the daily press is moagerly 
or inaccurately proseatod, 

3 - Soue trade unionists are droenmiag of, porhnps planniag, a daily 
, trado union aovspaper. 

% 

Such dreams roquire intorost and undcrstaniing of nov;s and of tho 
reading dosiros of tho rank and filo. Daily labor newspapors to be success- 
ful will have to na ko thoir v/ay in competitioa with other papors and v/ill 
have to satisfy their custouers by protty nuch the saae inothods as thoso j 
which make othor papors succossful. 


Part of the Information requircinents of mnny trade unionists will be 
fillod by tho inovitable ciaorgonce of regulär publications of individual 
unions, such as thoso of the railroad workers and tho cool miners in the 
Ruhr. These publications will satisfy an important nood for news of affairs 
conoeming their respective Industries and trados out they will be 
specializod in scope and will not diminish the need for trade union papersj 
of broad general intorest ranging from the local co:emunity to internatioflS» 
affairs. 


-IO- 





The trade imion press as much ns tho tenoral daily press should be aimod 
at the average rer.der. It should b<$ hi3 press. Evorything should bo sub- 
ordiaated to interosting him - to catching his oyo and holding it ~ith 
pleasing typographical .Govices. News and comment should be given to hin 
in simple language so that ho. will know and understnad what is happea'ing in 
the world.' * .... 

. , . . • ■ * ! • 

The realer is a rnore important fellow by far than the editor - if only 

because therc aro so many of the roadors. It is for the realer that the 
editor worksj it is ho whom the editor sorves. 

Bow important a fellow the realer is» is bcttcr undorstood by the 
manngers of tho Associated Press* the world 's large st nows agency, thcan 
ty nost of us. AP hired a’language expert, Dr. Rudolph Flesch, to conduct 
a study for one yoar on how AP writers and editors should make their news 
stories easier and maro interosting to read. Such conoern for tho average 
realer can well bo ewulatod by tho trade Union editors. 


recoigmcjations 


A - In inviting the editors of the trade Union publications of the U.S. 
Zone to meet with :no at Stuttgart» I was hopeful that this wo ul 1 bo followod 
by futur3 mootings. Such .xoting3 would be fruitful, I bolieve. in tho inter- 
changs of Information and ideas and in providing mutual Inspiration to the 
editors. I urgod the olitors to hold such mectings. 

B - I urgod the editors to associate thansolvos into an Organization 
which would do tho following : 

1 - Regular ly exchonge nows nmong the treade Union pap’ors 

2 - Disseminata important Union nows to tho general press 

3 - Dispatch periodic articlos about Gormnuy to the American 

labor press through such agoncies as Labor Pres3 Associates» 
.«ashiagton, and the U.S. Department of Labor. These 
articlos should be preparöd in iänglish 

4 - Reccive and distribute American labor press material to 

the German Union papers. These articlos should bo pre- 
parod in German. 

■ C - I rocommenled that the tra-lo Union federations in the U.S* Zone 
inguirc into the possibilitios of training journalists to sorve the trade 
Union movement, or trnining unionists in journalism. u Dio Abendzeitung” at 
Irlich was sot up ns .a laboratory school of journalism and it probably would 
coopernto witli the unions, if they desired, in a journalism training plan. 
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D - I propasod to call 


on officials of. tho JSt and CIO upon my ’ruturu 
;uöd’ J ärid ÖXpanlöi iiatGrost in the Oorman tr-aäe 


uniön 3 . I *shall urgö’tho sondihg of iiov/s and infönüatioji about tho «iüericatfcj 
unions to the German trade Union pdpers« I shall urge that .if pösaiblo. this 
'■material* bo printod in Germany* I am' ospecially aiixioiis to intorost tho ßlOj 
in sending morc material to Germany in ordor to countoract tho tacties of 
the Communists of harping on the di.vision of the »jßjorican. 1 aber movement 
and falsoly picturing tho CIO as pro-Communist in Opposition to tho | 

•roactionary*- -VFL. ' '' * ‘ . , ; -v. •. 

3 - I rocommended that tho Manpower Division roq.uost tho appropriato 
governmental agency to provide for' tho trade Union editorial.Offices in 
the U.S.* Zone nad sector ih Berlin translhtions of tho. foliowing -mnorienn 
bocks: ' ' • ' * • ’ •• . . 


Tho' i»rt of Plaia Talk, by Pr# Rudolph Plosch 
Labor Unions in Action, by Jack Barb&shj and 
Labor in .cnerica» by Harold U. Paulkaer and Mark Starr# 



CGNff2R2NG2 OF TFLuG UNION EDITORS 


(iSditorial Wo tot Thu Conference of trade Union oditors in tho U.S. 2one 
was ho IG on 2 September 1943 in Stuttgart, TUoso present at tho roeeting in- 
cludod tho oditors of trade Union publicatioas in threo Laender of tho U.S. 

Zone: Theodor Thomas*. Frankfurt, oditor of tho Hessian paper, "Stimme der 
>«rbeit"? Hermann Schofflor, Stuttgart, editor of tho *<uor11emberg-Baden 
"Gov/orksohaftszeitung’’ ? and /lilhslm Fndrulat, kiuniCh, editor of tho Bavarian 
».Goworkschaftszeitung", tfhe Conference was also attoadod.by leading trade 
union .officinls inclu&ing' Horr kiarkus Sohle io hör and Herr' l/ilhelm Klcinknocht, 
President and Secretnry respoctivoly of tho w'uorttöinborg-Badon 'frado Union 
Föderation? and Herr Georg Router, Gonoral Socrotary of the Bavarian Trudo 
Union Federation and Herr Scheller bf tiio Bavarian Federation ’s o.ducational 
Gepartment, Guost idilitary Government repräsentatives included tho I/Iilitary 
Governsr for wuorttemberg-Baden, idr. Charles La Follette, and the Land Manpower 
Officör for -v/uerttemberg-Badon, wir. Bdwin F, 3eai. Tho following aoeount of 
tho cpufcrunco. is t.oken fron; a commuaication written by *dr. Beck at whose 
sugg stian -the mpoting had been callod.) • - 

* * 4 * • • 

• • * * 

"Governor La Foliotte gnvo a frioadly welcome to tho Conference. I uas 
ploased and proud of his interest in and attendaace at tha Conference« Your 

^»bnpowor -jdvisor) raossago to tho trade Union oditors was read in German« 

- $ . * , * 

• * . 

• * 

"It was. an intorosting and worthwhilo meetIng, in my opinion« The oditors 
wero keehiy intoroßtod in my observationsj this : was inücated by questions and 
^xfr-scions • which they. mado during' tho ceurse of my report and aftorwards, 
Frequently. thoy shook. their heads-in agroemont with-my words and said, * «Stimmt 

1 xnat s right . ,M ), To my criticai remarks thoy so emo d toreact in a Wondoria«, 
thoughtful sort of way. ‘ 

• • 

”.<hen I had concluded, Herr Schloichor mado a littlo talk, Ho said that 
thoy-woro muoh iat'orostod in my criticism, that the unions Lacked.fuuds to do all 
at thoy would liko to io, and that the oditors v.ould, no doubt, soon roquest 
ö ^ration executive boards for permission to carry out soms of tho 
"hggestions mado in .my report, ' . , 

"Herr ^outor spoke at greatcr length. Ho said that v;hen the oditors had 

th °, my report in trähslation thoy would study, it in detail* and then^ubmit 
Qeir comments on it. N • *' : 


DJTRODUCTORY ADDRjSS 


C Editorial Note» üosidos tho forogoing roport which» excopt for a 
f G7i d^letioast was doliTored to tho editors conforcnce, the following 
intro^luctory address v;as also giron oa this occasion by Mr. Beck.) 


W I oc happy and proud that wo aro together on this occasion* I want 
to tii.^ank and wolcome the trade union oditors and officials for coming hers» 
dnd X want to thank the blanpov/er Division for its courtesy and help in 
brin.^nLng us togethor. 

"I wish to say first things first — to say and to emphasizo tho 
impof^fcant things about this conferonce at tho vory beginning. 

■•That you, tho oditors and roprösentatlvus of tho German trade unions, 
and I , a trs.de Union editor froia -merica, aro meeting togothor to discuss 
the p^robloiLs cf the trade union press — that wo aro conferring togethor 
’.Tith “fcho help of tho United States Government — this is a fact that is 

in i-fc seif far mors important than tho obsorvations v/hich I will shortly 
ropor- to you. 


iviany repräsentatives of a varicty of fijlds havo boon sent over höre 
by tb. © United States Government to help in the robuilding of Gormany. I'aa 
only ona of those many. B u t it is a sign of tho ti:aäs, a roengnition of the 
2ro;vi_ ng lraportanoo of tho unions in -corioa thnt the Government invited 
to .”??' Ujfrinany to study the trade union press. -;bre important, 

n lly U the t y3s of thö U° vo rnmont, is the knowloige that the trade 
03 press ls a strong and uaique iastrument for the building of dsnooraoy. 

r . ^ "? *? hum ? 10 ia caici ^ring rny good luck in having beon selectod as tho 
first trade union oditor in -aerica to trovel in that particular oapacity 
to a xoreign country. 


v/ith. 


^1 an dolighted because 
-trade unionists on this 


of tho ohanco it gave :no to becoiae ac<jusiatei 
sido of tho Atlantic. 


i'Ianp, 
that 
It 1, 


of °T e 1 pr0CC:i0 ' i to Deport to you v/hat I roportod two days ago to th0 
’“ ;ür J irootcr, lat mo repoatr The roal importanco of this moeting is 
.ve ouitors of tho working People 1 s press aro talking things ovor. 
in that fraternal spirit that I offor my observations.« 
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■ Publications of Trade Union Federations 

1 * M ./ue.r 11 emo er gi s c h-B a dis c he Go v/or ks c hnf t sz o i t ung" 

Editor: Hermann Yolj.a 
Ge wer kr, chaf tsbun d iuerttemb -r g-Badon 
Rote Strasse 2 A 
Stut tgart-N, Auer t tcmberg-Baden 

2. "Liitteilua.gsh, Qov/erkschaftsbua'I .Yuer 11 emberg-Baden" 

Issued by: Bundesvorstand dos Gewerks chnftsbundes »Ale r 11ember g- B aden 
Rote Strasse 2 A 
St ut t gar t-N, .< uort tauber g-Bndcn 

J. "GewerkscheftGsätung", Organ der Bayerischen Gewerkschaften 
Editor: Wilhelm Bndrulat 
B aye ris c hör Ge * « er k3 ö Aaft s b uu d 
Landv/elirstr • 7-9 
Muo riehen, 15 

"Die (^uello", Organ dos Bayerischen Gewerkschaft*bundos 
Editor: Wilhelm EaGrulnt 
Landwehrstr. 7-9 

eine nahen, 15 

5« w StLroo der Arbeit 1 * 

Editor: Theodor Thomas Tr 
Freier Gewerksehaftsbund Hessen 

V/i lhoLa-Le us chner-Str asso 69 

Frankfurt na Main 

6. "Mitteilungsblatt der Gewerkschaften fuor das Land Bremen" 

Editor: Arnold Krohn 

Aa der beide 6 / 13 
Bremen 

7. "Das Freie Wort", (Organ of the Berlin Independent Trade 

Union Organization) 

Editor: Ludwig Liederich 
Schuetzenstrnssc 7 
Berlin-Steglitz 

8. "Der Bund", Das Gewerkschaftsblatt der Britischen ^one 
Editor: August Enderle 

Venloer Wall 9 
Kbeln 


Publications of ‘Trnde Unions 


1. "Der Deutsche Eisenbahner" * Organ der Gewerkschaft der Eisenbahner 

Deutschlands (Bisonal Rnilway Union) . . 

Gewerkschaft der Eisenbahner Deutschlands . . ' 

V/ilheia-Leuschner r Strasse 69 • • 

Frankfurt an'Main ♦ « ' 


2* "Angestellten-Rundschau", Mitteilungsblatt fuer die. Mitglieder des 

Ango s t 0 11to n-Vorbnndos Uuertteaborg-Bälen 
Licenscej Max Ehrhardt. . 

Rote Strasse 2 A 

Stuttgart-N» V/uerttouoerg-Baden , 



3« "Mitteilungsblatt* . * 

Industriogewerkschoft Nahrung, Genuss, Gaststaetten, Land Auer11onberg-Baden 
Licensoej Albert Reuppel . . 

Rote Strasse 2 A . 

Stuttgnr’t-N, Auer ttsuberg-Bä den 


4. "Verbands-Nachrichten des Go sant-Verbau des des Personals der 

Oeffentlicheu Dienste und des Verkehrs" *'' 

Liconseej Georg Huber • . " 

Rote Strasse 2 A ’ ‘ 1 

Stuttgnrt-N, ,/ucrtteuberg-Baden 


3* M Dor Stuttgarter Metallarbeiter" . 

Mitteilungsblatt deit Orts Verwaltung Stuttgart, Indus tri ev<2rband .Metall 
i/uertteiaberg^Bnlen * ' 

Licensees Karl -Messner 
Rote. Strasse 2 A 

Stuttgart-N, Y/uart tauber g-Ba den ... . 

6. "Korrespondent*, Mitteilungsblatt fuer die Mitglieder des 

Industrieverbandes Druck und Papier • • • • 

Lieenseei Gottlob Strobel 
• * Rote Strasse 2 A 

Stuttgart-N, ;/uertto:.ibürg-Baddn* “ ' * 

i 0 » * 

7. "Sanitaetswarte" 

Licenseo* Emil Fritz (Leiter der Fachgruppe Gesundheitswesen) 

Korntalcr Strasse a3 

• ». «■ 

Stuttgart-Struauhciu, ./uert temberg-Brüden. . 



"Mi 11 e ilungsb 1 3 11 der Gowerl^chaf t 
Licensee: F r anz Doischl 
Landwehrstr. 7-9 
Mueneben, 15 


Oe-ffentliehe Betriebe, und Verwaltungen 1 


to- 






9. “Korrespondent* 

l&Ltteilungsblatt der Landesgoworksohnft Druok und Papier Bayern 
Licensee: Adolf Mueller 
Landwehrstr. 7-9 
i'uonchen, 15 

10. "Die Bergbau-Industrie" » 

Organ des Industrie-Verbandes Bergbau (British Zone) 

Editor: Joh.ann Platte 
Hattinger Strass© 19 
Bochuia, iJordrhei n-Wes t f als n 

11. “2er Funktionaor" 

I.Ti 11 e i 2mag3b 1 a11 des HauptvorStandes der Gev/erkschaft 

Ceffontlieh© Dienste, T r ansport und Verkehr (British Zone) 
Licensee j Karl kaue Iler 
Vorsterstr-. 41 

Krefeld, Nordrhoin-Vestfalon 


1 


<■> 

t~ \ 


Besaite" 

Fachrnitteilungsblatt der Gewerkschaft Oeffentlichü Dienste, 
Transport und V 0 rkehr (British Zone) 

Licensee: Karl Muellor 
Vorsturstr. 41 

Krefeld, Nordrhoin-.Westfalen 


Transport und Verkehr (Bxii-ish Zio^o) 
Licensee: Karl Üueller 
Vprstorstr. 41 
kre f eld, Nor dr he in- >Iq s t f nl en 
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ES‘« to Indu S trie^rk8 0 haft Grapaisches ^rbe 

und Papierverarbeitung fuer die Britische Zor.~ 

Licensee: i<*ax Thoma 
Eosenbinderhof 59 
Ea.;lurg, 1 

“Freiheit", Organ der Arbeitsgemeinschaft: Gewerkschaft der 
Kaufranennisohon, 3uero- und Verwaltungsangestellten, Gewsrkschaft der 
Techniker und vV e rkreister (iffiliatod to the Berlin Indepencent arnde 

Union Organization . 

Editors: Erich Giorke (C-kB) and Erich Utrecht (‘VT./; 

B^rnburger Strasse 
B^r 1 in 8kl. 11 
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Publioitions for TEnde Union Youth 

i 


"Gewerkschaftß-Jugend”, idonats bl netter des Gev/erkschaf tsbundes 
Württemberg-Baden 

laauöd by: Goworkschaftabund Juerttemberg-Baden 
Rota Strass© 2 A . 

ß tut tgar t -N, ,/uer 11 eroberg- Bado n 


2» w Jugend Echo dar Ge werkschafts jagend" 

Issued by: Kreisjugenöausschu3s Bremen 

Licensee? W. Schultz *. 

An der ..'öi'lö 6-13 
Breite n 

3. " Gewerkschaftsleitung. Beilage fucr die Jugend" 

Organ der Bayerischen Ge vier kschaften 

Editor: Wilhelm Endrulat 
Lnn dv;ehr s tr. 7~9 

Mu inchon ,13 . 

4, B Aufwaerts M , Jugendzeitschrift des Deutscher Gevferkschaftsbundes 

(British Zone) 

Editor•: Rudolf Moollur-Dostali 
Breitestr. 70 . \ 

Koala 



i 


